A tribute to celebrate the life of a man who has contributed in a major capacity to the international community.
rehabilitation and started a lifelong series of innovations and initiatives, with the simple but clear objective of helping the disabled to overcome challenges, to lead productive and active lives, and to be accepted by the community. Driven by compassion and a strong conviction towards developing rehabilitation, and supported by many wealthy benefactors, he formed the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation and the Society for the Relief of Disabled Children. Through these non-governmental organisations, volunteers with varied expertise and influence came together. Harry has been honoured by the government, the orthopaedic fraternity and medical profession, many universities and tertiary institutions and rehabilitation and welfare sectors both locally and internationally. The very highest honours have been awarded to him by both the British colonial government and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
Harry's greatest contribution is perhaps his influence on people around him, which has been profound and lasting. It is difficult to describe his unique charisma, vision, and leadership style, but once one had worked with him, life was never the same again.
Sir Harry provided a role model for everyone associated with him. Together with Lady Laura, his teenage sweetheart to whom he was married for 61 years, they provided the love, care, and inspiration for all the members of the so-called 'greater Fang family', who excelled in every professional field, including government administration, medical, social work, hospitality industry and elsewhere.
His patients, after recovering from the curative and reconstructive surgical procedures carefully and accurately crafted by Harry, were motivated by his reassurance, optimism and words of wisdom. In one of the tutorials he gave to medical students at the Duchess of Kent Children's Hospital in 1970, he said, "We might not be able to correct all deformities or disabilities of these patients, but we need to minimise handicap, and provide the nurture they need. They need to be well-educated so that they can be independent in future."-a doctrine that I still remember today.
For those who were fortunate to work with him, the experience was always stimulating and lasting. Harry would raise challenges and also offer solutions. He improved one's perspective by expanding the field of vision and assisting in the ability to focus. He did not provide detailed solutions, so that one derived ownership and satisfaction from the tasks to be done.
Harry's biggest requests were always accompanied by a huge smile, which charmed and persuaded even the most daunted, as 'no' did not seem to appear in his vocabulary. He really could 'get the job done'. Most of all, he always emanated wisdom, energy, confidence, hope and optimism. We have all been inspired by his vision, leadership and mentorship, and have enjoyed his friendship and comradeship. His courage, wisdom, and love of humanity are well demonstrated in his autobiography, Rehabilitation: A Life's Work, a book that should be read by all of us, and the young people of today.
Human greatness is not measured by the power that one masters, nor the wealth that one gathers. It is measured by the number of people that one can influence, inspire, and motivate to render help, support, care and love to other fellow men.
Harry is an international giant and a Hong Kong legend in this regard, and we are blessed to have been able to be associated with him. His words, his stories, his sense of humour, his optimism and his smile will always stay in our hearts.
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